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1. Introduction
The community of Johnstown village, in common with many around the greater Naas area, has seen significant development in recent years, with many young families and couples represented amongst the demographic. However despite the housing influx
the area has seen little attendant rise in facilities offered to its residents.

This document outlines a number of high level suggestions to progress the area for the benefit of its populace.

2. Johnstown Garden Centre Site
It is understood that the former site of the old garden centre is currently in public ownership, having been purchased as part of the N7 motorway widening project. It is suggested that this site provides an excellent and probably unique opportunity to develop a focal point for the village and offer amenity to residents. The site is large enough to accommodate a park with benches and gardens, a playground and a community centre. The location would comfortably provide a new 'heart' to the village as it is within easy walking distance of all houses including the new developments and is centred near existing shops and main street. It is realised that financial reality may impair the council's ability to deliver a full amenity use for the site, or develop same, however this potential should be a central feature of any plans for the site and in the event of private sale a significant community gain element should be mandated to ensure this site serves the whole village.
3. Traffic Management
There are a number of traffic issues within the village which should be examined and corrected including:

· Road markings from Furness Manor to village
· Provide Yield sign at roundabout by old council yard
· Extend speed control zone on Eastern approach (by Furness Manor)
· Continous footpath required throughout village including out to Furness Manor
4. Parking
Measures should be taken to regulate parking in the village, in particular it is felt the parking spaces at the bus stop are wrongly situated and should be relocated further down the street. Parking should be regulated at the junction of Centra, being directed instead to the rear of the property or further down the main street. Parking should also be regulated along Johnstown Inn where cars can jut into road frequently causing sight/access issues.
5. General Amenity Provision

A survey conducted by local residents suggested a population in 2008 of 50% under 12s and 40% under 8s. Whilst the garden centre site has been suggested as a particular location for such amenity, it is felt essential that amenity provision in general be a key component of the new area plan.

6. Sporting Facilities


Whilst many Johnstown residents partake in sporting membership/activities in neighbouring Kill, the point applies to both villages that provision of playing fields and other sporting requirements should be considered in plan and a site(s) may be found that can serve the two villages, possibly even between the two villages where a bank of agricultural land currently exists.


7. Flooding

The village suffers a particular issue with flooding on regular occasion, whilst it is understood remedial works are under consideration between the OPW and KCC, the frequency and susceptibility to flooding should be noted and where possible mitigated in any future developments.

8. Education


The new school in Kill is due to open as a 24-teacher with a view to growing to 32-teachers, however depending on that expansion and other factors, it is reasonable to speculate that a primary school could be needed in Johnstown in future also and perhaps land should be identified for that purpose. It is also felt that the combination of Sallins, Johnstown and Kill villages is such to merit a secondary school between the three and that this should be considered in the current bout of area plans.

9. Transport


The bus stop could be relocated down the main street closer to the new council car park, also a shelter should be provided as was there prior to the motorway renovation works.

10. Village Character


In general the village enjoys a reasonably unspoilt character and its visage and street scape has been quite well preserved. The village character and community has also survived the population growth. This should be borne in mind and preserved in any future vision for the village.
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